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University of the Gambia

CPS111, Introduction to Information Technology, Mr. Njie
Test 1 – December 12, 2006

Computer History through Operating Systems
You will have 90 minutes to finish this test.  Please write all of your answers on the blank paper provided.  This is a closed-book exam: you MAY NOT use any books or notes. 

This test is being given similar to a business interview.  Only write short answers – just enough so that I know what you are saying.  
Remember to put your name on top of every sheet you turn in!
Do NOT talk during this exam.  CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  If you are caught cheating, you will fail this test and fail this class.  You have been warned – you will NOT get a second chance.  DO NOT CHEAT.
Good Luck!
I.  Computer History

1. List three important dates in computer history and describe why each is important.

II. Computer Architecture

2. What are the four major functions of a computer?  Give at least one example of a piece of computer hardware that performs each function.

3. What is the difference between hardware and software?

4. What do "programs" or "applications" do?  Name four applications that we have discussed in class.

5. What language does computer hardware understand?

6. What is the purpose of the Operating System?

7. Name one computer operating system.  Is this the only one?  Is it commercial or open source?

III. Computer Operation

8. What are four major things that cause computer hardware to break or malfunction?  What can you do to prevent these things from damaging your computer?

9. Describe the proper procedure to turn a computer on.

10. Describe the proper procedure to turn a computer off.

11. Describe the proper body position to have when typing on a keyboard.  Give three things you should you also do to prevent injury while using a computer.
12. What are the keyboard "home keys"?

13. What does "double-click" mean?

IV.  Using Microsoft Windows
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14. For the above diagram, give the name and a description for each of 1., 2., 3., and 4.

15. If you were sitting at a computer with the above screen, describe what you would need to do to start writing a new document in Microsoft Word.

V.  Motivation

16. Why are you taking this class?

17. Why should someone learn how to use a computer?

VI.  EXTRA CREDIT

18. Other than the dates you gave for question #1, what dates are important in computer history and why?  I will give you up to five extra points, one for each correct answer you give.

